When S. 2917 was called up by the House, the bill had been
renumbered so that section 312 (b) of S. 2917 pertained to the
same subject matter as section 312(b) of H.R/13950, but the
revised numbering of S. 2917 still did not contain any refer-
ence to making the map available to surface landowners.  His-
tory, pp. 1402; 1427.  The House, however, insisted that
S. 2917 be amended to conform with H.R. 13950 and requested
a conference with the Senate.  History, p. 1438.

Conference Report No. 91-761, 91st Cong., 1st Sess. to
accompany S. 2917 shows that the conferees had amended sec-
tion 312 (b) to add the confidentiality provision which is now
contained in that section and also added the provision that
the map was to be made available to "persons owning, leasing,
or residing on surface areas of such mines or areas adjacent
to such mines."  History, p. 1486.  The Conference Report ex-
plained the changes as follows:

Both the Senate bill and the House amendment required
the maintenance of a mine map.  The Senate bill re-
quired that the map be confidential except for dis-
closure for certain specified persons.  The House
aimendment directed that the Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development receive a copy.  The conference
substitute provides that the map shall be made avail-
able to the Secretary and his inspectors, the Secre-
tary of Housing and Urban Development, the miners and
their representatives, operators of adjacent mines,
and to persons owning, leasing, or residing on sur-
face areas of such mines or on areas adjacent to such
mines, but that otherwise it shall be kept confiden-
tial.

History, p. 1529.

The section-by-section analysis of S. 2917 states with re-
spect to section 312(b) that:

Subsection (b) requires that mine maps shall be
available upon request, to the Secretary, State
coal mine inspectors, the miners, operators of ad-
jacent coal mines, persons owning, leasing or re-
siding on surface areas and the Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development.

History, p. 1618.

It is obvious from the above discussion of the legisla-
tive history that when the conferees added "persons owning,
leasing, or residing on surface areas of such mines or on
areas adjacent to such mines" that they did not distinguish
the rights of the surface residents from the rights of the
Secretary's inspectors to see mine maps.  Section 312(b)
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